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Since October 2002, Pueblo Community Health Center (PCHC) has provided Ryan White Program/Early Intervention 
Services (EIS) for patients living with HIV/AIDS in southeastern Colorado. As the only provider of EIS care in the 
region, PCHC serves 17 counties. Since its inception, the heart of the program has been its medical leader, Dr. Mark 
Schwartz. After his 20+ years of service, Dr. Schwartz is retiring from PCHC at the end of September. 

“Dr. Schwartz’s quality of care, alone, is reason to celebrate his over 20 years of service at PCHC. What I consider 
even more remarkable is the amount of trust that Mark engendered with patients. In the early 2000s, HIV care was 
attached to stigma. Patients did not want access care close to home, but now they do. Only a trustworthy physician 
and their team can make that happen,” stated Donald Moore, CEO, Pueblo Community Health Center.

Dr. Steven Johnson, Professor of Medicine, Division of Infectious Diseases at University of Colorado School of Medicine 
stated the following: “I have worked with Dr. Mark Schwartz for 22.5 years. He is a remarkably compassionate and 
devoted physician, an expert in primary care and HIV medicine for both adults and children. He has helped the 
Pueblo Community Health Center become a Center of Excellence in HIV care.”

And when asked about his impact on patients and his support team of case managers and medical assistants, 
Bernadette Lujan, EIS MA/LPN case manager stated, “Dr. Schwartz has been more than a doctor, he’s been a trusted 
advisor and a source of calm in difficult moments, and we have had plenty.  We will miss his wise counsel and kind 
spirit.   Thank you for being the backbone of our team.”  

Adriana Arias, EIS RN case manager echoed that “Dr. Schwartz has an admirable ability to provide calm during the 
storm and we have valued his grace and peace. It’s been a privilege to work with him, and we wish him all the best.” 

Care for patients through the EIS program will continue after Dr. Schwartz’s retirement so that transportation and 
accessibility will not be a barrier to current or future patients. For several months, Dr. Jessi Valdez has been working 
with Dr. Schwartz and is poised to take over medical leadership of the EIS program upon his departure (see her in 
“Meet” on page 3).

With the capacity to provide medical, dental, pharmacy, laboratory, behavioral health, and psychiatric services to 
people living with HIV/AIDS, PCHC will be able to continue to ensure that HIV-related health services are readily 
available in Pueblo County. Additionally, free HIV testing and community and provider education and referrals will 
still be available to those in need.  

So, with heavy hearts, PCHC Nation and Dr. Schwartz’s patients and colleagues bid him a fond farewell and wish him 
good health and many years of biking, skiing, gardening, family time, and doing all the things he enjoys most. 

Farewell, Dr. Schwartz

Coworkers gather to greet Dr. Schwartz 
on his final day biking to work.



Developments in HIV care 2003-2025

Single tablet 
combination 
regimens allowing 
most people with HIV 
to treat their infection 
with one pill once a 
day.

Injectable HIV 
medications. Allows 
some people to receive 
an injection of HIV 
medications every 2 
months instead of daily 
medications.

Oral pills and 
injectable 
medications that 
people can take to 
prevent HIV infection 
(pre-exposure 
prophylaxis).

Use of statin drugs 
to lower HIV 
in�ammation and 
reduce risk of heart 
attacks and strokes. 
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Mission
Since 1983, Pueblo Community Health Center has provided primary care to those in need

Letter from the CEO
Dear Friends,

I won’t mince words here, the environment in which PCHC 
operates has many political and economic swirling winds. 
Demand/need is growing while per patient funding is 
decreasing and operating costs are exceeding inflation. 
Colorado’s budget is in a deficit position, and significant 
cuts are expected next year. In Washington, D.C., 
uncertainty reigns and it is difficult to plan beyond 60-90 
days. Navigating these currents is a challenge, and I am 
grateful for several sources of strength that help me rise 
above the fog and fray.

First, there is a clear need for PCHC’s mission. People need 
access to quality, affordable care and we deliver it. Health 
care and health insurance are too expensive! PCHC controls costs through prevention, early 
intervention, and activating patients to “own” their health. I am energized knowing PCHC’s is 
responding effectively at an individual patient and system level. 

Second, I serve with others who believe in and practice our Core Values, which fortifies us to 
stay focused on patient needs. 

Third, we enjoy the community’s support and admiration. I am humbled by those who express 
this to me, and I am proud to accept it on behalf of our Board and staff. 

Finally, I believe if PCHC focuses on patients, we will move through chaos and uncertainty well 
and with integrity. I’m not sure how this strategy could fail PCHC.

Hopefully, you don’t find what I am saying as Pollyanna. I am aware of threats to our work, I am 
confident PCHC’s mission is vital, and that’s why I show up to help.

Best wishes for a great Fall season!

Donald Moore, CEO
Pueblo Community Health Center

Giving to PCHC Changes Lives
For 42 years, PCHC has served the health care needs of the people of Pueblo regardless of a 
patient’s ability to pay. PCHC is proud to offer expanded health care services including primary 
medical, dental, behavioral health, laboratory, and pharmacy. We appreciate your consideration 
and hope you will help us perpetuate our mission by making a donation to Pueblo Community 
Health Center Foundation.

If you would like to learn more about naming opportunities or planning for larger gifts, please 
contact Laura Kelly, Chief Development and Foundation Officer at (719) 543-8718 x152 or email 
lkelly@pueblochc.org. Thank you for caring about those in need.
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Vision
To be the primary health care provider of choice in Pueblo County by providing top quality care through 

accessibility, leadership and financial independence

Locations
(719) 543-8711

Colorado Avenue Clinic
300 Colorado Avenue

Pueblo, Colorado 81004

Pharmacy & Administrative Services 
(Patient Registration, Patient 

Accounts & Human Resources)
110 East Routt Avenue

Pueblo, Colorado 81004
(719) 476-0214 (Pharmacy)

East Side Clinic - Medical, Dental  
& Pharmacy

1301 East 7th Street
Pueblo, Colorado 81001

(719) 476-0220 (Pharmacy)

O’Rourke Dental Clinic
2030 Lake Avenue

Pueblo, Colorado 81004

Avondale Clinic
328 Avondale Boulevard

Avondale, Colorado 81022

Grand Avenue Clinic
1008 North Grand Avenue
Pueblo, Colorado 81003

Central High School-Based  
Wellness Center

216 East Orman Avenue
Pueblo, Colorado 81004

Pueblo County High School-Based 
Wellness Center
1050 35th Lane

Pueblo, Colorado 81006

Pueblo Community College 
The Student Health Clinic

900 West Orman Avenue, MT 118
Pueblo, Colorado 81004

Walsenburg OB Clinic
23450 US Highway 160

Walsenburg, Colorado 81089

Administration & Foundation
112 East Pitkin Avenue 

Pueblo, Colorado 81004

Meet Dr. Jessica Valdez
Years with PCHC:  0 – brand new!

What you do at PCHC: Family medicine, HIV care (mostly), and 
perinatal. Along with procedures and all the fun things!

Where are you from: Pueblo (well Beulah), then I moved to 
Divide, and then to a small town outside Albuquerque. Last, I 
was in Grand Junction finishing my training. 

Where did you go to school? University of New Mexico for 
undergraduate and medical school.

Hobbies/Interests: Knitting, quilting, sewing, gravel biking, 
and mountain biking. Either cozy inside with a movie or 
enjoying the great outdoors. 

Favorite food/restaurant: I love green chili. Have had the 
privilege of living both with Pueblo chili and Hatch chili. The Pueblo Chile and Frijoles Festival is my 
main holiday.

Favorite movie: Honestly, I am not too sure! Probably the Harry Potter series – my husband and I 
have watched it on each of our maternity leaves, and it has been something that we enjoy as a family. 

Favorite music/band: I mostly listen to country music now but on my playlist, you will find 90’s R&B 
and pop primarily. 

Favorite place to vacation: We haven’t done a lot of vacationing yet – hoping to soon! The most 
amazing place I have been is Yellowstone. 

Most surprising talent: Probably my knitting just because not a ton of people do that anymore – I 
have been learning from my grandma and am slowly getting better. I also really like to revive dying 
plants in the “PICU” or my plant intensive care unit. 

Most rewarding aspect of your job: Seeing people get better and building long lasting 
relationships. What an honor and a privilege it is to be a part of our patients’ lives. 

Anything else you’d like to add?  I have three young children. I am super excited to be a part of 
PCHC and am excited to continue to work with everyone here. 



Please consider 
donating to help 
Pueblo’s families 

in need of  
high quality, 
affordable  

health care.

F o u n d a t i o n

110 East Routt Ave.
Pueblo, Colorado 81004
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q	 Check enclosed, payable to:  PCHC Foundation • 110 E. Routt Ave. • Pueblo, CO 81004
q	 Charge my credit or debit card:

________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Card Number  	 Expires (mo/year)

________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Card Billing Address

________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Signature

Amount

q	 $25	 q   $50	 q   $100

q	 $200	 q   Other ____________

Name:________________________________________________________________

Mailing Address:________________________________________________________

City: _________________________________  State: _________  Zip:_ ____________

Email: ____________________________________  Phone:_ ____________________

Have you remembered us in your will or trust? Please contact us to learn more 
(719) 543-8718 x152 or lkelly@pueblochc.org.


